
 

 

 

 

 

25 Mawrth 2024 

Confensiwn UNESCO ar Ddiogelu Treftadaeth Ddiwylliannol Anniriaethol 

Annwyl Arglwydd Goldsmith, 

Yn ddiweddar, mae ein Pwyllgor wedi bod yn trafod cynlluniau Llywodraeth y DU i gadarnhau 

Confensiwn UNESCO 2003 ar gyfer Diogelu Treftadaeth Ddiwylliannol Anniriaethol. Rydym wedi 

cytuno i gadw llygad ar y broses o weithredu’r confensiwn, gan fod y confensiwn yn ymwneud â 

materion datganoledig sy’n dod o fewn ein cylch gwaith. Rydym yn aros yn eiddgar i weld 

canfyddiadau ymgynghoriad cyhoeddus Llywodraeth y DU ar gam cyntaf y broses o weithredu’r 

confensiwn. Rwy’n ysgrifennu atoch er mwyn rhannu’r ymatebion a gawsom gan Lywodraeth Cymru a 

Llywodraeth y DU ynghylch cyfraniad y gweinyddiaethau datganoledig at y cynlluniau hyn, a 

manteision disgwyliedig y confensiwn ar gyfer y dreftadaeth ddiwylliannol yr ydym yn ei rhannu.  

Rydym yn croesawu cefnogaeth y Pwyllgor Cytundebau Rhyngwladol i’r broses o sicrhau cytundebau 

rhyngwladol, a byddwn yn parhau i anfon copïau o ohebiaeth sy’n ymwneud â materion o 

ddiddordeb a rennir atoch yn y dyfodol. Rwy’n anfon copi o’r llythyr hwn at Gadeirydd y Pwyllgor 

Deddfwriaeth, Cyfiawnder a’r Cyfansoddiad yn y Senedd.  

Yn gywir 

 

Delyth Jewell AS 

Cadeirydd y Pwyllgor 

Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg neu yn Saesneg. 

Senedd Cymru 
Bae Caerdydd, Caerdydd, CF99 1SN 

SeneddDiwylliant@senedd.cymru 
senedd.cymru/SeneddDiwylliant 

0300 200 6565 

— 
Welsh Parliament 

Cardiff Bay, Cardiff, CF99 1SN 
SeneddCulture@senedd.wales  

senedd.wales/SeneddCulture 
0300 200 6565 

Pwyllgor Diwylliant, Cyfathrebu, y Gymraeg, 
Chwaraeon, a Chysylltiadau Rhyngwladol 
— 
Culture, Communications, Welsh Language, 
Sport, and International Relations 
Committee 

Y Gwir Anrh. Yr Arglwydd Goldsmith CB 

Cadeirydd y Pwyllgor Cytundebau Rhyngwladol 

Tŷ’r Arglwyddi 

Llundain 

SW1A 0PW 

 

Llinell cyfeiriad 4 

Llinell cyfeiriad 5 



 

 

We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. 



Y Gwir Anrh/Rt Hon Mark Drakeford AS/MS 
Prif Weinidog Cymru/First Minister of Wales 
 
 
 

 Dawn Bowden AS/MS  
 Dirprwy Weinidog y Celfyddydau, Chwaraeon a Thwristiaeth  
 Deputy Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism 
 

 

Bae Caerdydd • Cardiff Bay 
Caerdydd • Cardiff 

CF99 1SN 

Canolfan Cyswllt Cyntaf / First Point of Contact Centre:  
0300 0604400 

                                   Gohebiaeth.Mark.Drakeford@llyw.cymru 
               Correspondence.Mark.Drakeford@gov.wales  

 
Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg.  Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth Gymraeg sy’n dod i law yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd gohebu yn 
Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.  
 
We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh.  Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding 
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.   

 
 
Delyth Jewell AS 
Cadeirydd 
Y Pwyllgor Diwylliant, Cyfathrebu, y Gymraeg,  
Chwaraeon a Chysylltiadau Rhyngwladol 
 
 
 
 
            6 Mawrth 2024 
 
 
Annwyl Delyth, 
 
Rwy'n ysgrifennu mewn ymateb i'ch llythyr dyddiedig 9 Chwefror ynghylch cynlluniau 
Llywodraeth y DU i gadarnhau Confensiwn UNESCO ar gyfer Diogelu Treftadaeth 
Ddiwylliannol Anniriaethol.  

 
Mae Llywodraeth Cymru yn croesawu cynnig Llywodraeth y DU i gadarnhau Confensiwn 
UNESCO 2003 ar gyfer Diogelu Treftadaeth Ddiwylliannol Anniriaethol a lansio 
ymgynghoriad cyhoeddus ar  gamau cychwynnol gweithredu.  

 
Dyma gyfle i godi ymwybyddiaeth a phroffil Treftadaeth Ddiwylliannol Anniriaethol (ICH) yng 
Nghymru er budd  cenedlaethau presennol a'r dyfodol ac i arddangos y traddodiadau a'r 
treftadaeth amrywiol sy'n bodoli yma.  

Mae'r broses o gadarnhau'r Confensiwn yn dal yn ei gamau cynnar ac felly mae llawer o 
feysydd yn parhau i fod yn aneglur. Y DU fydd y llofnodwr gwladwriaethol, ond wrth gwrs 
mae'n bwysig fod y DU yn gweithio gyda llywodraethau datganoledig fel rhan o'r gwaith o 
fwrw ymlaen â'r gwaith hwn. Mae nifer o'r cwestiynau a godwyd gennych yn cyd-fynd a'r 
pryderon y mae Llywodraeth Cymru wedi'u mynegi yn ei hymateb i'r  ymgynghoriad, ac mae 
hyn ynghlwm fel Dog 1. 

Fel y nodir yn y dogfennau ymgynghori, dylid enwebu eitemau o ICH ar gyfer y rhestr o'r 
gwaelod i fyny ac wedi'i arwain gan y gymuned, ac rydym yn cytuno â'r dull y gall ICH ond 
bod yn dreftadaeth pan gaiff ei chydnabod felly gan y cymunedau, grwpiau neu unigolion 
sy'n ei chreu, ei chynnal a'i throsglwyddo. Ni fydd Llywodraeth Cymru yn dangos ffafriaeth 
ar yr hyn yr hoffwn ei weld yn cael ei gynnwys ar y rhestr, fodd bynnag, byddwn yn annog 
ac yn cefnogi cymunedau, grwpiau neu unigolion sy'n dymuno cyflwyno eitemau.  

 

mailto:Gohebiaeth.Mark.Drakeford@llyw.cymru
mailto:Correspondence.Mark.Drakeford@gov.wales


Fe welwch yn y dogfennau ymgynghori bod DCMS yn cynnig bod rhestri cydnaws yn cael 
eu creu ar gyfer pob un o bedair gwlad y DU, yn ogystal ag ar gyfer Tiriogaethau Tramor 
neu Ddibyniaethau y Goron sy'n cymryd rhan. Yna bydd pob rhestr yn cael ei choladu yn 
Rhestr Genedlaethol  Treftadaeth Ddiwylliannol Anniriaethol yn y DU.  

 
Mae'r ddogfen ymgynghori yn awgrymu'n benodol y gallai rhestrau a grëwyd ar gyfer pob 
rhan o'r DU ddefnyddio a chyd-fynd â rhestrau eiddo presennol, er enghraifft, y rhestr a 
gynhelir gan Museums Galleries Scotland, a'r Rhestr Goch o Grefftau Mewn Perygl a 
luniwyd gan Heritage Crafts.  
 
Mae cyswllt â Llywodraeth y DU mewn perthynas â chonfensiynau  UNESCO yn digwydd ar 
sawl lefel.  Ym mis Mawrth 2023, fel rhan o raglen i lansio Cymru yn Ffrainc, ymwelodd y 
Prif Weinidog ag UNESCO ym Mharis. Bu'r ddirprwyaeth o Gymru, sy'n cynnwys 
cynrychiolwyr o Gelfyddydau Rhyngwladol Cymru, Amgueddfa Cymru, Urdd Gobaith 
Cymru, a Swyddfa Comisiynydd Cenedlaethau'r Dyfodol, ochr yn ochr â'r Prif Weinidog, yn 
trafod gyda sawl uwch swyddog UNESCO ar bynciau gan gynnwys ieuenctid, diwylliant, 
iaith a threftadaeth. 
 
Yr Arglwydd Parkinson o Fae Whitley, Is-Ysgrifennydd Gwladol Seneddol dros y 
Celfyddydau a Threftadaeth yw'r Gweinidog sy'n gyfrifol am gadarnhau'r Confensiwn a 
hefyd y gwaith parhaus o  weithredu Confensiwn Treftadaeth y Byd UNESCO y mae'r DU 
eisoes yn llofnodwr iddo. Mae'r Arglwydd Parkinson yn nodi'r wybodaeth ddiweddaraf am 
weithredoedd sy'n ymwneud â chonfensiynau UNESCO yn ysgrifenedig a thrwy gyfarfodydd 
â mi fel Dirprwy Weinidog y Celfyddydau, Chwaraeon a Thwristiaeth a Gweinidogion 
Diwylliant cyfatebol yn yr Alban a Gogledd Iwerddon. Yn ystod y flwyddyn ddiwethaf mae 
hyn wedi cynnwys trafodaethau ynghylch rhestr y DU ar gyfer enwebiadau WHS a'r cynnig i 
gadarnhau confensiwn yr ICH.  
 
Mae swyddogion Llywodraeth Cymru yn Cadw yn cefnogi cyflawni rhwymedigaethau 
rhyngwladol y DU yn ymarferol o ran gweithredu Confensiwn Treftadaeth y Byd UNESCO, 
gan gynnwys cymryd rhan  mewn grwpiau cynghori sy'n gweithredu ar lefel y DU.  Mae 
swyddogion o Lywodraeth Cymru wedi cymryd rhan mewn trafodaethau gyda swyddogion 
DCMS cyn ac yn ystod y broses ymgynghori bresennol ar gyfer cadarnhau a gweithredu 
confensiwn yr ICH.   
 
Mae'r trefniadau ar gyfer casglu a chynnal rhestrau treftadaeth ddiwylliannol anniriaethol yn 
destun yr ymgynghoriad presennol ac yn gyfrifoldeb Plaid Wladol y DU.   

 
Yn dilyn ymgynghoriad, mae Llywodraeth Cymru yn edrych ymlaen at weithio gyda 
Llywodraeth y DU ar y papur polisi a fydd yn  amlinellu'r manylion ynglŷn â sut mae'r DU yn 
bwriadu gweithredu'r Confensiwn. Rydym yn disgwyl y bydd y papur hwn yn cynnwys 
trefniadau  monitro a chydymffurfio.  

 
Mae gan Gymru ddiwylliant a threftadaeth unigryw ac mae  Llywodraeth Cymru yn gefnogol 
i'r rhestr sy'n cynrychioli diwylliant traddodiadol a chyfoes a sicrhau bod arferion amrywiol yn 
cael eu cynnwys sy'n adlewyrchu cymdeithas fodern. Mae cadw o fewn y meini prawf y gall 
"Treftadaeth Ddiwylliannol Anniriaethol ddeillio o unrhyw le", yn golygu y gellir cydnabod a 
dathlu traddodiadau neu arferion amrywiol gan bobl sydd wedi ymfudo ac ymgartrefu yng 
Nghymru dros genedlaethau hefyd. Mae'n bwysig hefyd nodi'r meini prawf y gall yr eitem 
IHG "ddod o unrhyw gyfnod" a "rhaid ei hymarfer ar hyn o bryd". 

 
Mae galwadau wedi bod dros nifer o flynyddoedd i wneud Dydd  Gŵyl Dewi yn ŵyl y banc 
yng Nghymru. Cafodd y pwnc ei drafod gan Gynulliad Cenedlaethol Cymru ar 1  Mawrth 
2000 a chafodd gefnogaeth unfrydol. Fodd bynnag, nid oes gan Lywodraeth Cymru y pŵer i 
ddynodi  gwyliau banc.   



 
Byddai angen ychwanegu unrhyw ŵyl banc newydd at y rhestr o  wyliau banc presennol yn 
Neddf Bancio a Thrafodion Ariannol 1971. Ar hyn o bryd dim ond Llywodraeth y DU sy'n 
gallu gwneud hyn. Gan nad yw creu gwyliau banc yn fater datganoledig, bu'n rhaid gwneud 
cais i Lywodraeth y DU ddynodi'r diwrnod fel gŵyl banc yng  Nghymru.  Fe wnaeth 
Llywodraeth y DU wrthod y cais yn ffurfiol ym mis Hydref 2002 ac mae Llywodraethau'r DU 
wedi cynnal y sefyllfa hon.  
 
Byddwn yn parhau i ddadlau dros ddatganoli'r pwerau i'r Senedd a Gweinidogion Cymru i 
wneud Dydd Gŵyl Dewi yn ŵyl banc. 
 

Yn gywir, 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
MARK DRAKEFORD     Dawn Bowden MS 

Dirprwy Weinidog y Celfyddydau, Chwaraeon a Thwristiaeth 
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Response to DCMS Consultation on the 2003 UNESCO Convention for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

The Welsh Government 

 

General 

1. The Welsh Government welcomes the UK Government’s proposal to ratify the 
UNESCO 2003 Convention for Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage and the launch of a public consultation on the initial stages of 
implementation.  
 

2. Culture is a devolved matter. The Welsh Government values the commitment 
made by the UK Government to an inclusive, respectful and collaborative 
intercultural dialogue, and the recognition that there is no single government 
or organisation which can be responsible for the implementation of the 
Convention across the UK. 
 

3. The UK Government should take an approach of equal partnership in relation 
to all decision-making pertaining to the signing of, and the implementation of 
the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in the 
UK.  
 

4. The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act includes a goal of ‘A Wales 
of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh Language’. The links between cultural 
participation and individual and community well-being, how culture supports 
community cohesion, and the need for sustainable approaches to supporting 
culture are key considerations in Wales, and this is true of intangible cultural 
heritage. 
 

5. The articles of the UNESCO Convention emphasise the importance of formal 
and informal education and research, of building greater awareness, 
especially amongst young people, and of ensuring the widest possible 
participation as part of safeguarding activity. At present, the means by which 
this would be achieved are unclear within the information released for the UK 
consultation process. 
 

6. The Welsh Government would welcome being sighted on the consultation 
responses received from Wales and being consulted further on drafts of the 
policy paper which will outline how the UK plans to implement the Convention 
in due course. 
 

7. In ratifying the Convention, a commitment to long-term funding and other 
resources required to support safeguarding must be apparent. An early 
discussion is required to understand what level of resource can be made 
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available from the UK Government to support all aspects of ratifying the 
Convention. 

 

The Inventory 

8. The Welsh Government welcomes the proposal to create compatible 
inventories for each of the four nations of the UK, and that each inventory will 
then be collated into a national Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage in the 
UK. 
 

9. The commitment to ensuring each nation is well represented on a UK 
inventory is noted, however, no specific detail has been shared about the 
process for reflecting the four nation inventories within the UK level inventory. 
Further discussion is required to understand how decisions will be made 
around the inclusion of Wales-based Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) in the 
UK inventory. The Welsh Government is eager to understand how a Wales 
inventory would be lifted and included in a UK level inventory, and where 
would the decision-making powers lie for this process. At this early stage, 
committing to ensuring a balanced approach, with full consultation and 
empowerment of each nation on the process of managing the UK level 
inventory content would offer reassurances.  
 

10. The process for adding items to the inventory is described as a ‘call for items’ 
with submissions led by communities, groups or individuals followed by a 
‘light-touch’ approvals process, with new entries announced on a regular basis 
– probably quarterly. The Welsh Government would welcome early 
discussions to clarify whether and how the process described relates to the 
UK inventory and the four nations’ inventories.  
 

11. The introduction to the consultation states that ‘we will look to engage and 
provide support for those who wish to submit items.’ As the Welsh language is 
afforded legal status in Wales, all support, processes and communications 
relating to the safeguarding of ICH must be provided in both English and 
Welsh. 
 

Safeguarding 

12. Safeguarding is being proposed as the second stage of implementation, to 
follow an initial stage of creating an inventory of ICH in the UK. 
 

13. The implementation outline explains that ‘safeguarding’ is generally 
understood to include raising awareness, building participation, ensuring 
sustainability, and supporting the passing on of skills and knowledge,’ and that 
‘the question of what, where, and how ongoing safeguarding looks like does 
not … have a straightforward answer.’  
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14. The Welsh Government acknowledges that safeguarding is not 
straightforward and that approaches to safeguarding need to be flexible and 
responsive to the granular areas of ICH activity. However, Article 13 and 14 of 
the UNESCO Convention outline measures for safeguarding and education, 
awareness-raising and capacity building in far more detail than the UK’s 
consultation document. The UK should reflect Articles 13 and 14 in how it 
defines approaches to safeguarding.  
 

15. We note the Consultation explanatory document expresses that ‘ratifying the 
Convention does not signal a commitment for any immediate action from the 
UK government, the devolved administrations, local government or associated 
public bodies … we are starting with no assumptions as to what actions to 
increase and improve safeguarding should look like of focus on.’ We believe 
this statement risks undermining the commitment to ratify the Convention and 
suggests that in fact there is potential to do nothing. We would urge the UK 
Government to commit to immediate engagement with the devolved 
governments and key cultural stakeholders to agree next steps. 
 

Not listing items at UNESCO’s global list 

16. The Welsh Government notes the UK Government’s intention not to focus on 
nominating items of ICH from the UK for the first few years following 
ratification; that there is currently no commonly agreed way of assessing 
which ICH elements are more valuable and important in the UK, and that a 
small number of items selected for the UNESCO list may be inherently 
unrepresentative of the wider ICH across the UK. 
 

17. We believe that ratifying and implementing the UNESCO Convention in the 
UK should include the objective to list items of ICH at UNESCO and that there 
is a need to start considering a UK framework for assessing ICH for listing at 
UNESCO. Waiting to address this issue for the first few years risks placing the 
UK at a disadvantage globally, undermines the importance of UK based ICH, 
excludes the UK from accessing international expertise and support via 
UNESCO, and is detrimental to the profile of UK based ICH.  
 

18. Agreeing an approach to listing at UNESCO will require collaboration and joint 
decision-making across the four nations of the UK.  
 

19. The Consultation explanatory document expresses that the List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding (Article 17) and the Register 
of Best Safeguarding Practices are smaller and have more specific criteria for 
inclusion, and that the UK proposes to ‘consider engaging with these once the 
Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage in the UK is up and running.’ The 
Welsh Government believes that these are important components of 
safeguarding ICH and that the UK should commit to engaging with the List 
and Register and should implement these in the UK as soon as possible. 
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Alongside the four nations’ inventories, a four nation approach should be 
adopted for the List and Register. 
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Annex A - Responses to Survey Questions 

 

1. Inventory Criteria 

Criteria 1 – The Intangible Cultural Heritage must be currently practised. 

The Welsh Government believes that there is a tension between the wording of 
criteria 1 and criteria 2 as currently expressed which could be addressed by merging 
them to read: 

• The Intangible Cultural Heritage can be from any time, but must be currently 
practised. 

AGREE 

 

Criteria 2 – The Intangible Cultural Heritage can be from any time 

Criteria 2 currently states that the UK Government does not wish to place a historical 
start date or ‘minimum age’ for any item to be included in the inventory. The Welsh 
Government believes that ICH activity can only become recognised, embedded and 
transmitted after a certain period of time. Not applying a ‘minimum age’ or a criteria 
for proving that a practice is established risks placing an unnecessary pressure on 
the maintenance of inventories and the work of approval panels. A ‘minimum age’  
would be appropriate – this could be a decision for each approval panel, to enable 
them to be responsive to cultural and societal changes. 

DISAGREE 

 

Criteria 3 – The Intangible Cultural Heritage can originate from anywhere  

The UNESCO Convention states that some practices are common to more than one 
country, enabling a practice to be inscribed by a number of different countries, for 
example, falconry.  

The Welsh Government agrees with the criteria, but the first explanatory bullet could 
be amended as the singular use of ‘culture’ may be perceived as exclusionary. We 
believe that this would be more inclusive if re-worded to say ‘… specific to a culture, 
cultures or communities’. 

AGREE 

 

Criteria 4 – The Intangible Cultural Heritage must be a living practice and can 
not be a material product or object 

The explanatory bullets indicate that DCMS does not have responsibility for food and 
language. The Welsh Government notes the importance of working across 
government department boundaries in relation to safeguarding ICH.  

https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/falconry-a-living-human-heritage-01708
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STRONGLY AGREE 

2. Are there any criteria in addition to the above that should be added in your 
view? 

No. The Welsh Government believes that the UK should adopt the criteria of the 
Convention as expressed by UNESCO. 

 

Communities 

3. Are you supportive of the concept of community representation? If not, 
why not? What suggestions do you have for obtaining support for a 
community for a submission to the Inventory? 

 

The Welsh Government is supportive of community representation and is committed 
to the concept of cultural rights and cultural democracy, where communities lead on 
identifying what is culturally important. We agree that items submitted for inclusion 
on the UK and four nations’ inventories should be community led.  

The Welsh Government strongly believes that any UK process should be actively 
aware of the unconscious biases that could arise during decision making processes 
where certain ICH items are intrinsically linked to a minority language, culture or 
community.    

Ensuring the full breadth of community representation on an approvals panel is more 
difficult. An approvals panel should have a focus on ensuring it includes diverse 
voices, and whilst it is unlikely that a panel can be representative of all communities 
across the UK or within any of the four nations, panel membership should be 
ethnically/racially diverse.  

The process for submitting items for inclusion on an inventory must therefore have 
two distinct areas of consideration:  

1. whether the item has the support of, and is representative of a community of 
practice, and  

2. whether the right lived experience and expertise exists on the approvals panel 
to enable a thorough and fair consideration of the item submitted for listing. 

Enabling flexible approaches, for example, ensuring panels can commission 
expertise or temporarily co-opt members with the right lived experience to help with 
considering a specific inventory application will be important. Ensuring a regular 
review of approval panels’ skillsets, supporting regular turnover of panel 
membership, and developing frameworks for shared learning across the UK will help 
enable approval panels to resolve problems and be responsive to emerging 
challenges.  

There is a need to understand the role of the Welsh Government in providing support 
to communities who wish to submit items for inclusion on the Wales inventory. 
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Categories 

4. What are your views on the 5 categories? 
 
STRONGLY AGREE. 
 
The Welsh Government believes that the UK inventory categories should align with 
the UNESCO categories. 
 

5. What are your views on the additional category of Traditional games and 
sports? 

 
NEITHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE. 
 
Adding categories to the UK and four nation inventories may be helpful in 
safeguarding at UK level, but will not lead to these activities being recognised by 
UNESCO unless items listed in the UK inventory could be included within one of the 
five existing UNESCO categories. In this instance, traditional games and sports 
could be included under UNESCO’s social practices, rituals and festive events 
category. 
 

6. What are your views on the additional category of  Culinary traditions / 
knowledge? 

 
NEITHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE. 
 
Adding categories to the UK and four nation inventories may be helpful in 
safeguarding at UK level, but will not lead to these activities being recognised by 
UNESCO unless items listed in the UK inventory could be included within one of the 
five existing UNESCO categories. In this instance, culinary traditions could be 
included under UNESCO’s knowledge and practices or traditional craftsmanship 
categories. 
 
7. In your view, should there be any additional categories?  If so, what 

categories would you want included? 
 

A brief review of other countries’ approaches to inventory categories suggests that 
there may be some benefit in adding a ‘skills’ element to the traditional craftsmanship 
category, to read ‘traditional skills and craftsmanship’. Folklore is also a popular 
inventory category addition and would work well for Wales. 
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Approvals process 

8. Are you supportive of our intended approach to the approvals process?  
 
NEITHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE. 

The role of the Welsh Government in establishing an approvals panel for Wales is 
not clear in the explanation of the approvals process. We believe that the Welsh 
Government should play a lead role in considering and establishing an approvals 
panel for Wales, even if the intention is for the panel to be independent of 
Government. 

Questions that will need to be addressed include the means by which appropriate 
members will be recruited to the panels. It is not clear whether the panel 
membership will be set up using a competitive, open and transparent process, 
similar to public appointments, how often the panel will meet, who will provide 
secretariat support, or whether these will be paid roles. 

In addition to members with knowledge and experience of each of the category 
areas, and members from public bodies with responsibility and interest in those 
areas, it is important that the panels have a focus on diversity. In Wales, ensuring the 
panel provides appropriate regional representation and Welsh language skills will 
also be a consideration. In line with the legal status of the Welsh language in Wales, 
a Wales panel should be able to operate bilingually.  

The proposed approach indicates no restrictions on re-applying for inclusion. If 
adopted, this should be supplemented by a common approach across the four 
nations and UK approval panels for dealing with vexatious applications. 

Common terms of reference should be developed for all panels, with appropriate 
flexibility in place for four nation differences.  

Article 8 of the Convention outlines the working methods of UNESCO’s 
Intergovernmental Committee, and states that (3) The Committee may establish, on 
a temporary basis, whatever ad hoc consultative bodies it deems necessary to carry 
out its task; and (4) The Committee may invite to its meetings any public or private 
bodies, as well as private persons, with recognised competence in the various fields 
of the intangible cultural heritage, in order to consult them on specific matters. The 
Welsh Government believe that reflecting these approaches across the four nations’ 
approval panels would be appropriate. 

A UK approvals panel should include equal representation of each of the four 
nations. 

Appeals from the four nations could be channelled upwards to the UK panel if the 
nation panel deems it appropriate. 

Further information is required before the Welsh Government can support the 
proposed approvals process. 
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Review of the Inventory 

9. Are you supportive of our intended approach to reviewing the inventory?  
Should the period of review be: 

 

MORE OFTEN 

Consideration should be given to an annual requirement for items to be reconfirmed 
by those responsible for submission so that items and contact details remain up to 
date. The proposal to move items to an inactive list if renewal does not take place is 
supported. The risk of longer periods between confirmation is for contacts to be lost 
and information held on the inventory to become increasingly out of date.  

No details have been provided in the consultation regarding the membership, remit 
and responsibilities of the Safeguarding Committees and their relationship with the 
management of the Inventory. Welsh Government would welcome contributing to 
UK-wide discussions to agree appropriate approaches to this important element of 
the Convention in due course. 
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Dear Delyth, 
 
Thank you for your letter to the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport regarding our 
plans to ratify the UNESCO 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage. I am replying as the Minister for Arts and Heritage. 
  
Whilst the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) will act as the ‘State Party’ to the 
Convention, as much of culture and heritage policy is devolved, I have worked closely with the 
Devolved Administrations as we prepare for ratification. 
 
HM Government believes that a benefit of ratifying this Convention is to start conversations 
about the extraordinary range and breadth of intangible cultural heritage across the whole 
United Kingdom, so I warmly welcome your interest and am glad to respond to your specific 
questions: 
 

1. What benefits can be expected from inclusion on the national inventory, such as access 
to funding or initiatives to support intangible heritage? 

 
The inventory is an important first stage in safeguarding intangible cultural heritage, and in 
ensuring the viability of intangible cultural heritage in the United Kingdom. Ratifying the 
Convention is intended to start a national conversation about cultural and community heritage 
and its value to the identity, pride and cohesion of our communities and people across all parts 
of the United Kingdom. 
 
Inclusion on the inventory is the first step in this process. The initial benefit will be to recognise 
and raise awareness of the items that are included. Further aspects of safeguarding, such as 
seeking further funding or researching initiatives to support items on the inventory, will be 
considered as part of the ongoing conversations about how, collectively, we should safeguard 
living heritage in the United Kingdom.   
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2. When it comes to the approval panels that will be allocated to each nation, how will the 

panel for Wales be established, and with which government will responsibility lie? For 
example, will the Welsh Government be determining the membership for the panel in 
Wales? 

 
We have been seeking public views on the functioning of the approval panels. We are now 
collating views and DCMS will work with the Devolved Administrations to agree next steps.   
 
The Department has taken care to avoid making these panels burdensome or overly 
bureaucratic. That is why we are consulting in detail on the inventory criteria, in order to help 
make the approvals panel process as light-touch as possible. 
 

3. How does the UK Government envision a ‘compatible inventory’ operating, and how will 
the UK and Welsh governments work together to maintain the Convention’s 
arrangements? 
 

4. How will the UK Government work with the devolved governments to ensure the 
inventory is maintained? 

 
With regard to the inventories, continuing the approach of ensuring that implementation of the 
Convention is as light-touch as possible, DCMS and the Devolved Administrations have been 
discussing a model where the ‘back end’ or infrastructure for the inventories are managed in a 
single place. Each inventory will also use the same criteria and same submission format to 
minimise any duplicative effort. 
 
It is a key aspect that intangible cultural heritage is not fixed and evolves as it is passed on 
from generation to generation. It is therefore also important that the inventories remain a living 
record and are kept up to date. We are also consulting on how best to ensure this and, as 
above, will launch discussions with the Devolved Administrations in due course. 
 
Thank you again for your interest in this area. Intangible cultural heritage plays a hugely 
important role in the identity, pride, and cohesion of people and communities across the whole 
United Kingdom. I hope that, in ratifying this Convention, we can continue to work together to 
champion that role and the great value of our shared heritage.  

 
 

With best wishes, 
 

 
 

Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay 
Minister for Arts & Heritage 
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